IN THE HOLY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

“I believe in the Holy Catholic Church and the Communion of
Saints”

As we near the end of our Lenten journey through the Creed, we arrive
at more familiar ground: the Holy Catholic Church and the Communion
of Saints. After reflecting on the great mysteries of the Trinity, the
Incarnation, and the Resurrection—concepts that may seem distant
from daily life—we now come home to something tangible and lived.
For many, “the Church” means their local parish: a familiar building,
known faces, shared prayers, and communal celebrations. This is rightly
so. Each parish is the Church in that place and time, giving the universal
Church a local expression. But this local presence is only a glimpse of
something far greater—an institution that transcends time and space,
rooted in the apostles and alive today.

The Church’s journey through history is vast: from its apostolic
foundation in places like Antioch, Corinth, and Rome; through
persecution and martyrdom; to the conversion of emperors and kings.
The Christian faith helped shape the identity of nations, evident in
cathedrals, monasteries, and historical figures. Over centuries, it
endured schisms, reformations, and modern transformations.

Today, amidst religious diversity and secularism, we profess that the
Catholic Church is directly linked to the apostolic faith. The Pope is the
successor of Peter, and the sacraments—especially the Eucharist—
trace back to Christ's command at the Last Supper. Ordained ministry
continues in apostolic succession, maintaining the Church’s continuity.
Though the Church evolves with time, its essence remains: it is the
Mystical Body of Christ, as Pope Pius Xl wrote, and as Pope Francis
continues to affirm through his inclusive vision in Fratelli Tutti. We are
not passive observers of the Church’s future; we are participants, each
called to be present in our time.

The Communion of Saints reminds us that the Church extends beyond
the visible. Saints—both widely known and locally venerated—form the
Church'’s spiritual heritage. They offer us examples and intercede for
us. We do not worship them; we ask for their prayers, confident in their
presence with God. This communion also includes us and those who
have died. We pray for the faithful departed, trusting in God's mercy
and the hope of purgation—a time of preparation for heaven. This
belief consoles us: that we are not abandoned in death, and that our
prayers aid others on their journey.

Ultimately, the Holy Catholic Church is Christ's presence among his
people. In every parish, around every altar, Christ is truly among us. We
are called to discipleship, strengthened by the Eucharist and one
another. This is the heart of our faith, and the heart of the Church.

Join us in the
Conference Centre, for
the final talk this
Wednesday 16th April
when we will be
exploring the topic:

‘I believe in the
Resurrection of the Body
and Life Everlasting.’
7pm - 8.30pm
Speaker: Liz Waldy




